	Once you’ve been sexually abused, you’ll never be able to trust anyone or have a normal relationship. 
PHONY

ACTUALLY,

Most teens who have experienced sexual abuse go on to have normal, healthy, happy relationships and sex lives. Talking about the abuse and getting support and treatment can help.

Source: National Child Traumatic Stress Network (2010)
	The perpetrator is always an adult.
PHONY
ACTUALLY

23% of perpetrators are under the age of 18. 

Source: National Child Traumatic Stress Network (2009)

	Telling people will just lead to more trouble, no one will believe you anyways. PHONY

ACTUALLY,

Letting others know about sexual abuse is the first step in healing. Most children/adolescents find that someone believes and supports them every step of the way.

Source: National Child Traumatic Stress Network (2010)
	Child sexual abuse is any interaction between a child and an adult (or another child) in which the child is used for the sexual stimulation of the perpetrator or an observer. 
PROOF

Source: National Child Traumatic Stress Network (2009)

	It is never the child’s fault. 
PROOF

Source: National Child Traumatic Stress Network (2010)
	The people who look scary are always the perpetrators. 
PHONY
ACTUALLY

It does not matter what the person looks like, anyone could be a perpetrator.

Source: National Child Traumatic Stress Network (2009)

	If you are under the influence of alcohol or drugs it is not considered rape. PHONY
ACTUALLY

Even if you were under the influence it is still rape, when it is unwanted touching.
Source: National Child Traumatic Stress Network (2010)
	Making someone watch pornography is sexual abuse. 
PROOF
Source: National Child Traumatic Stress Network (2010)

	Many children/adolescents never tell about being sexually abused and most do not tell right away. PROOF 

Source:  Deblinger and Stauffer (2004), as cited by The North Carolina Child Treatment Program, Advanced Training Institute (2011)
	It is still sexual abuse if the sexual touching/bodily sensations felt good.  

PROOF

Source: National Child Traumatic Stress Network (2010)


