What is neglect?

Children are considered to be neglected when their guardian shows a pattern of not providing them with the necessary food, clothing, shelter, education, supervision or medical care. As a result of this, children’s physical, mental or emotional state can become compromised. 
How often does child neglect occur?

Child neglect is the most frequent form of child maltreatment. According to the US Department of Health and Human Services, 794,000 children were reported to have experienced maltreatment. 60% of those children suffered neglect. Unfortunately, neglect frequently goes unreported and, historically, has not been acknowledged or publicized as much as child abuse. Even professionals often have given less attention to child neglect than to abuse.  While neglect may not leave visible scars, it’s effects are still very harmful. In fact, some studies have shown that neglect may be more detrimental to children's early brain development than physical or sexual abuse.

Why does child neglect happen?
Child neglect is not always deliberate. Sometimes, a caregiver becomes physically or mentally unable to care for a child, such as in untreated depression or other mental illness. Other times, alcohol or drug abuse may seriously impair judgment and the ability to keep a child safe. Domestic violence can also contribute to neglect. The end result, however, is a child who is not getting their physical and/or emotional needs met. 
Who gets neglected?
Children of all colors, ages, socioeconomic statuses, boys and girls can all be neglected. 
Who neglects children?
According to the Department of Health and Human Services, 80% of children are neglected by their parents, usually their biological parents. 
How can I tell if a child is being neglected?

· Physical signs. A child may consistently be dressed inappropriately for the weather, or have ill-fitting, dirty clothes and shoes. They might appear to have consistently bad hygiene, like very dirty, matted and unwashed hair, or noticeable body odor. They may have illnesses and physical injuries that are left untreated or just appear to always be tired or hungry. 

· Behavioral signs. Children might show troublesome, disruptive behavior or be withdrawn and passive.

· Caregiver signs. Caregivers might have problems with drugs or alcohol, have untreated or ineffectively treated mental illnesses. They might not be keeping the home adequately clean and safe or they may not be keeping enough healthy food in the house to meet the needs of the children. They might not take children to the doctor for regular visits or when they are sick. They may leave babies or young children unsupervised in or out of the house or they may allow children to be left home alone or playing outside for so long that the child could get hurt or be in a position of needing to manage adult responsibilities. 
How do children think and feel when they have been neglected?

Children might feel all different ways when they have been neglected. Some seem depressed and sad. Others feel lonely, scared or angry. Others might not realize they are being neglected and are actually happy. Some feel like they must not be worth taking care of. Others believe everyone in the world gets treated that way or will treat them that way so they don’t try to make friends. Many get really good at taking care of themselves and might even feel uncomfortable when someone tries to parent them in positive ways. Many feel defensive about the parent that neglected them. Most have mixed feelings and very much love the parent that neglected them. Many find it difficult to blame the parent for the situation. It is worth noting that children who do not blame their parent, but blame outside factors instead, tend to be more resilient and are more likely to have good outcomes as adults. 
What are some types of neglect?
· Physical neglect: Abandonment; expulsion of a child from home; clothing neglect; nutritional neglect; leaving a child in the custody of others for too long; reckless disregard for safety (e.g. driving while intoxicated; leaving a child alone in car)

· Medical neglect: denial of health care; delay of health care

· Inadequate supervision: lack of supervision; exposure to hazards; inappropriate caregivers

· Environmental neglect: lack of environmental or neighborhood safety
· Emotional neglect: inadequate nurturing or affection; exposure to domestic abuse; permitted drug and/or alcohol abuse; isolation
· Educational neglect: permitted, chronic truancy; failure to enroll in school; inattention to special education needs
· Newborns addicted or exposed to drugs
	States' definitions of neglect are usually located in mandatory child maltreatment reporting statutes (civil laws), criminal statutes, or juvenile court jurisdiction statutes. For more information about reporting laws, visit the State Laws on Reporting and Responding to Child Abuse and Neglect section of the Child Welfare Information Gateway Web site at http://www.childwelfare.gov/systemwide/laws_policies/state/index.cfm?event=stateStatutes.showSearchForm.
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